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QUARTERLY PERISCOPE. 


Remark *.—The remarkable effect of the tourniquet in so severe a case, 
where ordinary measures for cure vigorously applied, totally failed to abate a 
single symptom or to allay a single pang, renders this remedy worthy of further 
trial. Hitherto experiments with it have not been made extensively enough to 
hx its relative value. The objections of the patient have commonly prevented 
the physician from making it tight enough, and the practitioner has been de¬ 
terred by the dread of sphacelation. Neither should be regarded, because the 
patient approves when he observes the beneficial result, and the circulation 
irannot be entirely checked ill the interosseous vessels of the forearm. The 
beneficial effect is only complete, when the hand is brought to a close resem¬ 
blance to that of a patient under cholera asphyxia. 

In the present case the tourniquet remained tight for four successive hours 
without the slightest subsequent disadvantage. In cases of great severity, the 
screw should be turned until the good effect is obtained, for it is almost certain 
to follow an adequate application. 

This remedy, originally Japanese, travelled through China to the Russians, 
and was brought with the cholera into Europe, where it was occasionally ap¬ 
proved in practice. 1 1 

It is to be observed, that for a cure, ordinary medical means must be cm- 
plot ed, lor the tourniquet only holds pain and spasm in tcmporaiy check. 

On Malic Cholera Morbus. By Paul M. Evr., M. D. of Augusta, Georgia, 
ehet mg it criminal to withhold from the medical profession any thing on the 
Cholera Morbus at tins moment, and conceiving it a duty to comply with the 
request of the editor of the American Journal of the Medical Sciences, I send 
the following observations which were made last summer while I was in Europe. 
I had felt a reluctance to make a further communication to tile public on this 
engrossing subject, which was warranted and justified from my late situation 
m the Polish army; my time and attention having been almost exclusively de¬ 
voted to surgical cases, and opportunities of investigating this disease having 
been comparatively limited. If it is thought, however, that my observations, 
imperfect as they are, and that my opinion, humble as it is, can in any way 
serve mv fellow-labourers in the treatment of this modern plague, I most wil- 
lingly and cheerfully present them my views on the subject. 

As I have neither time nor inclination to write a long article, I will briefly 
state the principal symptoms of the Asiatic Cholera Morbus, the appearances 
on dissection, and then deduce from them the treatment. An attack is usually 
preceded by diarrhoea or by uneasiness in the stomach and bowels for some 
days, or is suddenly announced by vomiting and purging, commencing about 
three o clock in the morning, when the temperature is lowest of the twenty- 
four hours; and is followed and accompanied by cramps or spasmodic contrac¬ 
tions of the abdomen. There is great prostration of the animal powers, shrink¬ 
ing of the external parts, particularly of the features, which assume in many 
places as well as the fingers and toes, a leaden or purple appearance; a cold and 
moist or even a wet skin, conveying when felt, the sensation of touching a frog- 
great thirst; the tongue is blue and cold, or moist and partly covered with a 
white fur; the pulse is either imperceptible at the wrist or is quick, frequent, 
feeble and intermitting; resp.rauon is slow and very difficult; the voice is much 
altered, questions and answers being made in a low whisper; the secretions 
particularly of the kidneys, are diminished, except into the alimentary canal 
where they are altered and augmented, without however any bile; purgingand 
vomiting, sometimes one only, but generally both; first the contents ofthe sto¬ 
mach and intestines arc discharged, and then a peculiar whitish fluid resembling 
rice-gruel or sero-albuminous matter; and lastly, cramps of the extremities 
most frequently of the legs, and which may be compared to a bayonet piercing 
the calf or most muscular part. 1 ° 

The appearances after death, were almost constantly the same. The external 
parts were very much diminished in size; the extremities, the nose, lips, eye- 



